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Embroidering the Scarlet A traces the evolution of the “fallen woman” from the earliest novels to recent
representations in fiction and film, including The Scarlet Letter, The Sound and the Fury, The Color Purple,
and Love Medicine, and the films Juno and Mother and Child. Interweaving her own experience as a
pregnant teen forced to surrender her daughter and pledge secrecy for decades, Ellerby interrogates “out-of-
wedlock” motherhood, mapping the ways archetypal scarlet women and their children have been exiled as
social pariahs, pardoned as blameless pawns, and transformed into empowered women. Drawing on
narrative, feminist, and autobiographical theory, the book examines the ways that the texts have affirmed,
subverted, or challenged dominant thinking and the prevailing moral standards as they have shifted over
time. Using her own life experience and her uniquely informed perspective, Ellerby assesses the effect these
stories have on the lives of real women and children. By inhabiting the space where ideology meets
narrative, Ellerby questions the constricting historical, cultural, and social parameters of female sexuality and
permissible maternity.

As a feminist cultural critique, a moving autobiographical journey, and an historical investigation that
addresses both fiction and film, Embroidering the Scarlet A will appeal to students and scholars of literature,
history, sociology, psychology, women’s and gender studies, and film studies. The book will also interest
general readers, as it relates the experience of surrendering a child to adoption at a time when birthmothers
were still exiled, birth records were locked away, and secrecy was still mandatory. It will also appeal to those
concerned with adoption or the cultural shifts that have changed our thinking about illegitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

Here thing why that Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American
Fiction and Film are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Embroidering the Scarlet A:
Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film giving you information deeper and
in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Embroidering
the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film
in e-book can be your alternative.

Ricardo Hamilton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children
in American Fiction and Film, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Margaret Morales:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed
Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate
Children in American Fiction and Film as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.



Jennifer Pittman:

This Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American Fiction and Film is
fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Embroidering the Scarlet A: Unwed Mothers and Illegitimate Children in American
Fiction and Film can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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