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Often seen as a political sop to the racial fears of white voters, aggressive policing and draconian sentencing
for illegal drug possession and related crimes have led to the imprisonment of millions of African
Americans?far in excess of their representation in the population as a whole. Michael Javen Fortner shows in
this eye-opening account that these punitive policies also enjoyed the support of many working-class and
middle-class blacks, who were angry about decline and disorder in their communities. Black Silent Majority
uncovers the role African Americans played in creating today’s system of mass incarceration.

Current anti-drug policies are based on a set of controversial laws first adopted in New York in the early
1970s and championed by the state’s Republican governor, Nelson Rockefeller. Fortner traces how many
blacks in New York came to believe that the rehabilitation-focused liberal policies of the 1960s had failed.
Faced with economic malaise and rising rates of addiction and crime, they blamed addicts and pushers. By
1973, the outcry from grassroots activists and civic leaders in Harlem calling for drastic measures presented
Rockefeller with a welcome opportunity to crack down on crime and boost his political career. New York
became the first state to mandate long prison sentences for selling or possessing narcotics.

Black Silent Majority lays bare the tangled roots of a pernicious system. America’s drug policies, while in
part a manifestation of the conservative movement, are also a product of black America’s confrontation with
crime and chaos in its own neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of
Punishment. Try to the actual book Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of
Punishment as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Edward Shaw:

This Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of Punishment book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the
Politics of Punishment without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of
Punishment can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller
Drug Laws and the Politics of Punishment having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Randall Hernandez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of
Punishment will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Brian Griffith:

You can find this Black Silent Majority: The Rockefeller Drug Laws and the Politics of Punishment by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile



phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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