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An in-depth study of the sacred meanings behind ancient and enduring symbols

• Explains the multiple forms and uses of symbols from ancient times to the present day, reflecting their
roots in folk magic and the Western Mystery tradition

• Examines more than 40 glyphs, such as the cross, fleur de lis, and pentagram, as well as several families of
symbols, such as craftsmen’s marks and runes

• Includes more than 300 unique woodcuts, drawings, calligraphy, and photographs--many never before
reproduced

From ancient rock and cave art to the contemporary brand logos of politics and business, human beings have
always created symbols to denote specific ideas, groups, or important objects as well as to convey deeper
information than can be communicated in words. Many glyphs have retained their meanings over millennia
whereas some have modern meanings vastly different from the original connotation. In this study of
symbols, Nigel Pennick explores glyphs as agents of higher consciousness and ports of access to the
collective unconscious, acknowledging the continuity of tradition, both deliberate and not, as well as how
interpretations of some symbols, such as the swastika, have changed dramatically.

With more than 300 unique woodcuts, drawings, calligraphy, and photographs--many never before
reproduced--Pennick examines ancient and enduring glyphs in detail, such as the circle, cross, eye,
pentagram, fleur de lis, tree of life, and horseshoe, as well as several families of symbols, such as craftsmen’s
marks, runes, symbolic beasts, human heads and skulls, and the sigils of Mammon. The author explains the
multiple forms and uses of each from ancient times to the present day, reflecting their roots in the Western
Mystery tradition. He explores the symbols of high magic such as the glyph of John Dee’s monad, those of
folk magic such as the traditional cock on the weather vane, and the creation of modern glyphs such as the
peace sign and the anarchy symbol.

Contrasting the hi-jacked use of power symbols in modern advertising with the vital role of symbols in
traditional arts and crafts, Pennick reveals how symbols link the cosmic with the terrestrial and allow us to
infuse the mundane with the numinous.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Book of Primal Signs: The High Magic of
Symbols. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book The Book of Primal Signs: The High Magic of Symbols. You can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Dick McAlister:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Book of Primal Signs: The High
Magic of Symbols will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Mary Summers:

The guide untitled The Book of Primal Signs: The High Magic of Symbols is the book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of The Book of Primal Signs: The High Magic of Symbols from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Mark Brainerd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Book of Primal Signs: The High Magic of
Symbols.
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