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The Keystone State, so nicknamed because it was geographically situated in the middle of the thirteen
original colonies and played a crucial role in the founding of the United States, has remained at the heart of
American history. Created partly as a safe haven for people from all walks of life, Pennsylvania is today the
home of diverse cultures, religions, ethnic groups, social classes, and occupations. Many ideas, institutions,
and interests that were first formed or tested in Pennsylvania spread across America and beyond, and
continue to inform American culture, society, and politics. This book tells that story—and more. It recenters
Pennsylvania in the American historical narrative.

Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth offers fresh perspectives on the Keystone State from a
distinguished array of scholars who view the history of this Commonwealth critically and honestly, using the
latest and best scholarship to give a modern account of Pennsylvania's past. They do so by emphasizing the
evolution of Pennsylvania as a place and an idea. The book, the first comprehensive history of Pennsylvania
in almost three decades, sets the Pennsylvania story in the larger context of national social, cultural,
economic, and political development. Without sacrificing treatment of the influential leaders who made
Pennsylvania history, the book focuses especially on the lives of everyday people over the centuries. It also
magnifies historical events by examining the experiences of local communities throughout the state.

Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth is divided into two parts. Part I offers a narrative history of
the Commonwealth, paying special attention to the peopling process (the movement of people into, around,
and out from the state); the ways people defined and defended communities; the forms of economic
production; the means of transportation and communication; the character, content, and consequences of
people's values; and the political cultures that emerged from the kinds of society, economy, and culture each
period formed and sustained. Part II offers a series of "Ways to Pennsylvania's Past"—nine concise guides
designed to enable readers to discover Pennsylvania's heritage for themselves. Geography, architecture,
archaeology, folklore and folklife, genealogy, photography, art, oral history, and literature are all discussed
as methods of uncovering and understanding the past. Each chapter is especially attuned to Pennsylvania's
place in the larger American context, and a Foreword, Introduction, and Epilogue to Part I explore general
themes throughout the state's history. An important feature of the book is the large selection of
illustrations—more than 400 prints, maps, photographs, and paintings carefully chosen from repositories
across the state and beyond, to show how Pennsylvanians have lived, worked, and played through the
centuries. This book is the result of a unique collaboration between Penn State Press and the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), the official history agency of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Together they gathered scholars from all over the Commonwealth to envision a new history of
the Keystone State and commit their resources to make imagining and writing a new history possible.
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From reader reviews:

Joycelyn Chambers:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Pennsylvania: A History of
the Commonwealth book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Michael Stanford:

This Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Pennsylvania: A
History of the Commonwealth giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Jennifer Jackson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Patty Scheuerman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You
should know that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update
regarding something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
niagra Pennsylvania: A History of the Commonwealth.
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