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In 1935, at the height of his powers, Howard Thurman, one of the most influential African American
religious thinkers of the twentieth century, took a pivotal trip to India that would forever change him—and
that would ultimately shape the course of the civil rights movement in the United States.
 
When Thurman (1899–1981) became the first African American to meet with Mahatma Gandhi, he found
himself called upon to create a new version of American Christianity, one that eschewed self-imposed racial
and religious boundaries, and equipped itself to confront the enormous social injustices that plagued the
United States during this period. Gandhi’s philosophy and practice of satyagraha, or “soul force,” would
have a momentous impact on Thurman, showing him the effectiveness of nonviolent resistance.
 
After the journey to India, Thurman’s distinctly American translation of satyagraha into a Black Christian
context became one of the key inspirations for the civil rights movement, fulfilling Gandhi’s prescient words
that “it may be through the Negroes that the unadulterated message of nonviolence will be delivered to the
world.” Thurman went on to found one of the first explicitly interracial congregations in the United States
and to deeply influence an entire generation of black ministers—among them Martin Luther King Jr.
 
Visions of a Better World depicts a visionary leader at a transformative moment in his life. Drawing from
previously untapped archival material and obscurely published works, Quinton Dixie and Peter Eisenstadt
explore, for the first time, Thurman’s development into a towering theologian who would profoundly affect
American Christianity—and American history.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

The book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African
American Nonviolence can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a good thing like a book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India
and the Origins of African American Nonviolence? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African
American Nonviolence has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Warren Ford:

This Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American
Nonviolence tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of
African American Nonviolence can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to
India and the Origins of African American Nonviolence forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Teresa Dawkins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American
Nonviolence.

Jack Caldwell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that



usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Visions of a Better World: Howard
Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American Nonviolence, you are able to enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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