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Before the passage of the Hindu Widow's Re-marriage Act of 1856, Hindu tradition required a woman to live
as a virtual outcast after her husband's death. Widows were expected to shave their heads, discard their
jewelry, live in seclusion, and undergo regular acts of penance. Ishvarchandra Vidyasagar was the first
Indian intellectual to successfully argue against these strictures. A Sanskrit scholar and passionate social
reformer, Vidyasagar was a leading proponent of widow marriage in colonial India, urging his
contemporaries to reject a ban that caused countless women to suffer needlessly.

Vidyasagar's brilliant strategy paired a rereading of Hindu scripture with an emotional plea on behalf of the
widow, resulting in an organic reimagining of Hindu law and custom. Vidyasagar made his case through the
two-part publication Hindu Widow Marriage, a tour de force of logic, erudition, and humanitarian rhetoric.
In this new translation, Brian A. Hatcher makes available in English for the first time the entire text of one of
the most important nineteenth-century treatises on Indian social reform.

An expert on Vidyasagar, Hinduism, and colonial Bengal, Hatcher enhances the original treatise with a
substantial introduction describing Vidyasagar's multifaceted career, as well as the history of colonial
debates on widow marriage. He innovatively interprets the significance of Hindu Widow Marriage within
modern Indian intellectual history by situating the text in relation to indigenous commentarial practices.
Finally, Hatcher increases the accessibility of the text by providing an overview of basic Hindu categories for
first-time readers, a glossary of technical vocabulary, and an extensive bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Beside this Hindu Widow Marriage in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Hindu Widow Marriage because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Scott Bush:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Hindu Widow Marriage. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Tamara Reams:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Hindu Widow Marriage we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life with that book Hindu Widow Marriage. You can more appealing than now.

Debra Becnel:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Hindu Widow Marriage to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
book Hindu Widow Marriage can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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