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Introduction to Gregory Bateson’s unique perspective on the relationship of humanity to the natural world.

Gregory Bateson (1904–1980), anthropologist, psychologist, systems thinker, student of animal
communication, and insightful environmentalist, was one of the most important holistic thinkers of the
twentieth century. Noel G. Charlton offers this first truly accessible introduction to Bateson’s work, distilling
and clarifying Bateson’s understanding of the “mind” or “mental systems” as being present throughout the
living Earth, in systems and creatures of all kinds. Part biography, part overview of the evolution of his
ideas, Charlton’s book situates Bateson’s thought in relation to that of other ecological thinkers. This long-
awaited volume opens up this challenging thinker’s body of work and introduces it to a new generation of
readers.

“…Charlton has taken an unusual, indeed unique, approach to the works and thought of Gregory Bateson.”
— Cybernetics and Human Knowing

“A valuable book, primarily directed to specialists in environmental philosophy, ethics, and action.” —
CHOICE

“This is a publishing event of the first order: an incomparably lucid exploration of Bateson’s unique insights
into the nature of mind and of the living Earth. Noel Charlton’s book, both elegant and accessible, sheds new
light on Bateson’s revolutionary relevance to our time.” — Joanna Macy, author of Mutual Causality in
Buddhism and General Systems Theory: The Dharma of Natural Systems

“The uniqueness of Bateson’s thought came from its broad range and its generality. In an age characterized
by fragmentation and overspecialization, Bateson challenged the basic assumptions and methods of several
sciences by looking for patterns connecting different phenomena and for processes beneath structures.

“This book is a wonderful introduction to the key ideas of this pioneer in systemic thinking. By identifying
Bateson’s revolutionary concept of ‘mental process,’ immanent throughout the living world, as the
foundation of his science and philosophy, the author is able to present Bateson’s complex and wide-ranging
ideas as a coherent body of thought. From the central concept of mind as immanent in nature, Charlton
maintains, flow Bateson’s understanding of aesthetics, his awe of the sacred, and—perhaps most
importantly—his insistence on the need to develop a new ecological ethics that reconnects us with the living
Earth. I highly recommend this important and inspiring book.” — Fritjof Capra, author of The Web of Life: A
New Scientific Understanding of Living Systems and The Hidden Connections: A Science for Sustainable
Living
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rinaldi:

This Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately
using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty,
and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Claudia Weidner:

This Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little digest in reading this Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth
(SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Jewel Tarr:

You will get this Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Stephen Galvan:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those publications



have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth (SUNY Series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person
must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life at this time book Understanding Gregory Bateson: Mind, Beauty, and the Sacred Earth
(SUNY Series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics). You can more attractive than now.
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