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The idea of eugenics--human selective breeding--originated in Victorian Britain in response to the urban
poor. Darwin's evolutionary theory had laid the foundations for eugenics, replacing paradise with primordial
slime. Man had not fallen from Grace, but risen from the swamps. And, as architect of his own destiny, he
might rise still further. Eugenics was developed by Darwin's cousin Francis Galton in the 1860s. Embracing
the idea of evolution, eugenists argued that through the judicious control of human reproduction, and the
numerical increase of the middle class, Britain's supremacy in the world maintained. Born and bred among
the competitive Victorian middle class, eugenics was a biologistic discourse on class. Aiming at 'racial
improvement' by altering the balance of class in society, it was, Galton argued, "practical Darwinism."
Eugenics found its most sustained expression in fiction and the periodical press, and was central to late
nineteenth-century ideas on social progress forming part of the debate between hereditarians and
environmentalists that peaked in the closing years of the century. Even Gladstone had his vital statistics
measured in Galton's eugenic laboratory. Among the champions of eugenics were social purity feminists and
New Women, writers such as George Egerton, Ellice Hopkins, and Sarah Grand, who argued that women
were naturally- biologically--moral, and that through rational reproduction middle-class women could
regenerate the British imperial race. The New Woman has been the subject of numerous critical works in the
last ten years or so. However, the oppressive ideas that coexisted with the emancipatory theories of some
New Women--ideas that were supremely class conscious--remain largely unexamined, as the focus remains
on her more progressive aspects. Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth Century recontextualizes New
Woman writers, demonstrating that they were as concerned with the questions of poverty, sickness and
health as they were with the changing role of women, the issue for which they are currently generally known
and celebrated. Focusing on fiction and the press, and drawing on the papers and published work of Galton
and other eugenists, Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth Century reveals the cultural pervasiveness of
eugenics and explores, for the first time, the intimate relations between early feminism and eugenics, and
making a radical contribution to nineteenth-century studies.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth
Century: Rational Reproduction and the New Woman. All type of book can you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Anthony Hubbard:

This Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth Century: Rational Reproduction and the New Woman tend to
be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Love and Eugenics
in the Late Nineteenth Century: Rational Reproduction and the New Woman can be among the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information
that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Love and Eugenics in the
Late Nineteenth Century: Rational Reproduction and the New Woman forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Simona Vela:

Precisely why? Because this Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth Century: Rational Reproduction and
the New Woman is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Vincent Mireles:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be study.
Love and Eugenics in the Late Nineteenth Century: Rational Reproduction and the New Woman can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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