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When the Soviets launched Sputnik in 1957, thousands of ordinary people across the globe seized the
opportunity to participate in the start of the Space Age. Known as the "Moonwatchers," these largely
forgotten citizen-scientists helped professional astronomers by providing critical and otherwise unavailable
information about the first satellites. In Keep Watching the Skies!, Patrick McCray tells the story of this
network of pioneers who, fueled by civic pride and exhilarated by space exploration, took part in the
twentieth century's biggest scientific endeavor.

Around the world, thousands of teenagers, homemakers, teachers, amateur astronomers, and other citizens
joined Moonwatch teams. Despite their diverse backgrounds and nationalities, they shared a remarkable faith
in the transformative power of science--a faith inspired by the Cold War culture in which they lived. Against
the backdrop of the space race and technological advancement, ordinary people developed an unprecedented
desire to contribute to scientific knowledge and to investigate their place in the cosmos. Using homemade
telescopes and other gadgets, Moonwatchers witnessed firsthand the astonishing beginning of the Space Age.
In the process, these amateur scientists organized themselves into a worldwide network of satellite spotters
that still exists today.

Drawing on previously unexamined letters, photos, scrapbooks, and interviews, Keep Watching the Skies!
recreates a pivotal event from a perspective never before examined--that of ordinary people who leaped at a
chance to take part in the excitement of space exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Keep Watching the Skies!: The
Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Daria Gertz:

This Keep Watching the Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age are
usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Keep
Watching the Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age can be one of the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Keep
Watching the Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Doris McNeal:

The book Keep Watching the Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Keep Watching the
Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Donna Nichols:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Keep Watching the Skies!:
The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of the Space Age.
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