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Technology demands uniformity from human beings who encounter it. People encountering technology,
however, differ from one another. Thinkers in the early twentieth century, observing the awful consequences
of interactions between humans and machines—death by automobiles or dismemberment by factory
machinery, for example—developed the idea of accident proneness: the tendency of a particular person to
have more accidents than most people. In tracing this concept from its birth to its disappearance at the end of
the twentieth century, Accident Prone offers a unique history of technology focused not on innovations but
on their unintended consequences.

Here, John C. Burnham shows that as the machine era progressed, the physical and economic impact of
accidents coevolved with the rise of the insurance industry and trends in twentieth-century psychology. After
World War I, psychologists determined that some people are more accident prone than others. This
designation signaled a shift in social strategy toward minimizing accidents by diverting particular people
away from dangerous environments. By the 1960s and 1970s, however, the idea of accident proneness
gradually declined, and engineers developed new technologies to protect all people, thereby introducing a
hidden, but radical, egalitarianism.

            Lying at the intersection of the history of technology, the history of medicine and psychology, and
environmental history, Accident Prone is an ambitious intellectual analysis of the birth, growth, and decline
of an idea that will interest anyone who wishes to understand how Western societies have grappled with the
human costs of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

The experience that you get from Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the
Machine Age may be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Accident Prone: A History
of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine Age giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits
of the Machine Age instantly.

Madeline Williams:

Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine Age can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine
Age nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.

Wanda Davis:

This Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine Age is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the
Machine Age in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Elmo Bragg:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the



book Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine Age we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book Accident Prone: A History of Technology, Psychology, and Misfits of the Machine Age. You
can more pleasing than now.
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